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Marcu 13 (legislative day, Fesruary 25), 1952.—Ordered to 
“HY 
Mr. O’Manoney, from the Committee on Interior and Insular APairs, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 6242] 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 6242) to restore certain land to the Territory of 
Hawaii and to authorize said Territory to exchange the whole or a 
portion of the same, report favorably thereon without amendment 
and with the recommendation that the bill do pass. 

The committee has been advised that prompt enactment of this 
bill is necessary in order to proceed with two very important improve- 
ments in Honolulu. The first of these is the construction of a segment 
of an arterial highway running through the southern portion of the 
city, and the second the construction of a $10,000,000 addition to the 
plant that supplies the city with electric power. 

The bill provides that the title to a block of land in the city, em- 
bracing approximately 1% acres that has been held for many vears by 
the Army, be returned to the government of the Territory of Hawaii 
so that the latter may exchange a portion of this for land in the ad- 
jacent block owned by the Hawaiian Electric Co. 

The proposed legislation was introduced at the request of the 
attorney general of the Territory of Hawaii. Congressional approval 
is re quired inasmuch as the value of the land exceeds $5,000, and be- 
cause a possibility exists that some of the land may not be needed 
imirediately for public purposes. No expenditure of Federal funds is 
reauired. 

The land to be restored to the Territory was a portion of the public 
lands of the Republic of Hawaii ceded to the United States when 
Hawaii became a Territory. For the past several years the Army has 
not used the premises except for parking purposes. The Governor's 
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land-use committee, composed of Army, Navy, Air Force, and Terri- 
torial representatives, has determined that this parcel of land is no 
longer needed by the Army and should be returned to the Territory. 

The Hawaiian Electric Co. is expanding its plant and urgently needs 
this land. The land which is owned by the company and which is 
sought by the Territory in exchange would be utilized for the con- 
struction of a segment of an east-west crosstown highway. Com- 
pletion of this highway is essential to the effective development of 
Honolulu Harbor. 

The favorable reports of the Department of the Interior and the 
Department of Defense to the chairman of the House Committee on 
Interior and Insular Affairs are hereinbelow set forth in full and made 
a part of this report. Perfecting amendments suggested by the De- 
partment of Defense were adopted by the House committee. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington 25, D. C., February 25, 1952. 
Hon. Joun R. Murpock, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington 25, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. Murpock: Further reference is made to your request for the 
views of this Department on H. R. 6242, a bill to restore certain land to the 
Territory of Hawaii and to authorize said Territory to exchange the whole or a 
portion of the same. 

I strongly urge that H. R. 6242 be enacted promptly. 

The bill would restore to the possession, use, and control of the government of 
the Territory of Hawaii approximately 1': acres of land located in the city of 
Honolulu which was withdrawn for milita:y purposes by Executive Order No. 
2335 dated March 6, 1917, as amended by | xecutive Order No. 9861, dated May 
31, 1947. It would also authorize the Territory of Hawaii to exchange this land 
for land of equal value owned by the Hawaiian Electric Co., Ltd. 

I am informed that the Hawaii Land Use Committee, which is composed of 
representatives of the armed services and representatives of the Territory, has 
determined that the land which would be turned over to the Territory by section 
1 of the bill is no longer required by the armed services. 

The land which is owned by the Hawaiian Electric Co., and which is sought by 
the Territory in exchange, is vitally needed for the construction of a segment of 
the east-west crosstown highway, locally known as the Makai Arterial. Com- 
pletion of this highway is essential to the effective development of Honolulu 
Harbor. However, this land is adjacent to an existing power plant of the Hawaii 
Electric Co., and has been set aside by the company for the construction of an 
additional multimillion-dollar power plant. Construction of this power installa- 
tion is required to meet the expanding civilian and military need for power in 
the Honolulu area. Fortunately, the land which would be transferred to the 
Territory under section 1 of the bill is suitable for use by the Hawaii Electric 
Co. as a susbtitute site for construction of its projected additional power facilities, 
so that an exchange of land which is satisfactory both to the company and the 
Territory can be effectuated if H. R. 6242 is enacted. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the sub- 
mission of this report. 

Sincerely yours, 


Mastin G. Wuire, 
Acting Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, 
Washingion 25, D. C., February 26, 1952. 
Hon, Joun R. Murvocr, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives. 

Dear Mr. Murvock: Reference is made to your request to the Secretary of 
Defense for the views of the Department of Defense with respect to H. R. 6242, 
Kighty-second Congress, a bill to restore certain land to the Territory of Hawaii 
and to authorize said Territory to exchange the whole or a portion of the same. 
The Secretary of Defense has delegated to the Department of the Army the 
responsibility for expressing the views of the Department of Defense thereon. 

The Department of the Army on bebalf of the Department of Defense has 
considered the above-mentioned bill and recommends that it be modified in cer- 
tain respects as set forth below. The purpose of this measure is to provide for 
the restoration of possession, use, and control of a parcel of land in the city and 
county of Honolulu, T. H., more particularly identified therein, to the Territory 
of Hawaii; to authorize the Territory of Hawaii to convey the whole or any 
portion of the land so restored to the Hawaiian Electric Co., Ltd., in exchange 
for land of equal value owned by the Hawaiian Electric Co. in Honolulu; and to 
confer on the land received by the Territory of Hawaii in exchange the same 
status as the land conveyed to the Hawaiian Electric Co. 

The land which is the subject of section 1 of this bill was formerly known as the 
Territorial Immigration Station and was set aside for military purposes by Execu- 
tive Order No. 2335, dated March 6, 1916. It has been used since that time as a 
part of Fort Armstrong, but is no longer required for military purposes. In con- 
nection with its use for military purposes a structure located on the property at the 
time the Executive order was signed has been modified and improved and other 
minor structural improvements have been added to the premises. In order to 
provide for the disposition of the Federal Government’s interest in existing im- 
provements in mixed ownership which possess a present total net salvage value 
estimated to be approximately $4,000, it is recommended that the following phrase 
be inserted in line 3, page 1, between the words “land” and “‘situate’’: “together 
with improvements located thereon’’. 

Inasmuch as the original area set aside for military purposes by Executive 
Order No. 2335 consisted of 76,650 square feet and the portion thereof restored 
to the Territory of Hawaii by Executive Order No. 9861 consisted of 12,025 
square feet, it is apparent that the parcel of land proposed for restoration to the 
Territory of Hawaii by section 1 consists of 64,625 square feet instead of 64,627 
square feet. Modified as hereinbefore indicated, it is recommended that this 
measure be enacted into law. 

The enactment of this measure will not involve the expenditure of any Depart- 
ment of Defense funds. 

This report has been coordinated among the departments and boards in the 
Department of Defense in accordance with procedures prescribed by the Secretary 
of Defense. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no objection to the sub- 
mission of this report. 

Sincerely yours, 
ARCHIBALD 8. ALEXANDER, 
Acting Secretary of the Army. 
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